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Spanish premier Sánchez chairs PEVOLCA Steering 
Committee meeting again: safety the main objective 
 

● Evacuation of Tacande (El Paso) ordered after new eruption vent emerges  
 

● Steering Committee reported tonight that the lava has slowed on its way 
down to the coast and will not reach the sea tonight 
 

● Maritime Authority extends exclusion zone to 2 nautical miles and 
reiterates that access to the area is currently prohibited for safety reasons 
 

● Essential services operating as normal and work has commenced on a 
contingency plan for irrigation water 
 

At its meeting tonight, the Steering Committee of the Volcano Risk Prevention Plan 
(PEVOLCA), which was attended by Spanish prime minister Pedro Sánchez and the 
president of the Canary Islands Ángel Víctor Torres, again reiterated that the main aim 
of all actions being carried out under the PEVOLCA Plan since Sunday’s volcanic 
eruption on La Palma is to guarantee the safety of the population.  

The alert level remains at red (emergency) and the eruptive process is still ongoing. A 
new eruption vent located 900 metres from the main vent emerged late this evening, 
forcing residents of the nearby Tacande district in El Paso to be evacuated as a 
precautionary measure. The public are asked to follow the authorities’ instructions at 
all times and stay away from the affected area.  

At its meeting tonight, the Steering Committee of the Volcano Risk Prevention Plan 
(PEVOLCA) reported that the latest scientific data suggest that the lava flow has now 
slowed. It is half-way from the coast and, as a result, will not reach the sea tonight. It 
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is still unclear when this will happen or on which side of Montaña de Todoque it will 
occur. The Maritime Authority has nonetheless extended the maritime exclusion zone 
to 2 nautical miles and reiterated that access to the area is prohibited for safety reasons. 

With regard to the homes affected by the eruption, the Committee is currently focusing 
its efforts on identifying the number of properties and other buildings damaged. At the 
meeting, the president of the Canary Islands stated that his government will consider 
drawing up legislation to help those who have lost their homes to replace them. 

The Committee said that essential services, telecommunications and electricity 
supplies are operating as normal for the moment although the continued availability of 
farmland irrigation water remains a concern. A contingency plan is being drawn up 
with the island’s Water Council and the Canarian government to mitigate the potential 
impact on supply. 

Furthermore, it announced that, because the risk of fire associated with the eruptions 
has decreased, firefighting teams who travelled to La Palma and were provided mostly 
by the authorities in Gran Canaria and Tenerife are being partly withdrawn. 

Lastly, details were given this evening of the evacuation to date of 400 goats, along 
with some pigs and cattle, all of which have been transferred to a safe zone provided 
by the island’s Cabildo. 

Red alert level  

The PEVOLCA Plan establishes a “volcanic traffic light” public alert mechanism. The 
traffic light consists of four colours according to the level of risk: green, yellow, amber 
and red. At the red level, compulsory evacuation of hazard zones is implemented. 
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In this regard, the public are asked to follow the instructions of and cooperate with the 
law enforcement agencies during evacuation, to keep calm and not spread unfounded 
rumours. In the event of an evacuation, local Town Halls will provide details of 
evacuation routes and designated meeting points. Evacuation will only take place when 
required by the situation. 

Recommendations include closing all outside windows and doors, lower shutters and 
turn off water, gas and electricity.  

Take a backpack with your personal identification documentation, daily medication, 
mobile phone and charger, a battery-operated radio, torch and clothes for 
approximately three days. Only use your phone when strictly necessary.  

Go to the designated meeting points and, if you do need to go to a shelter, you should 
go to the registration area on arrival.   

At the red alert level, instructions are also issued for protection against ashfall. Do not 
go near the volcano or lava flows for any reason. 

If volcanic ash is falling, stay indoors until it has settled unless the roof is in danger of 
collapsing. 

Avoid going out but if you do, cover your nose and mouth with a mask to avoid inhaling 
ash directly. Protect your eyes with goggles, use glasses instead of contact lenses and 
cover your mouth with a damp cloth. Avoid doing physical exercise outdoors. 

If ash is falling, close doors, windows and all ventilation sources (chimney vents, 
heating, air conditioning, etc.). Clear ash from flat roofs and rain gutters, and keep 
water tanks and cisterns covered.  
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Do not allow ash to come into contact with food. Wash fruit and vegetables well and 
do not eat food outdoors. 

Collect built-up ash in plastic bags and place in rubbish bins. Do not thrown it down 
drains.  

Avoid driving when ash is present. If you have to drive, take extra care and keep your 
speed below 40 km/h. 

Volcanic ash is made up of very fine particles that can cause lesions to respiratory 
tracts, eyes and open wounds, as well as skin irritation.  

Keep vehicle engines switched off. Driving can stir up ash, engines can clog, and your 
vehicle might break down. 

If you feel an earthquake when indoors, take cover in a doorway or under solid furniture 
such as a table and stay well away from windows. Do not use lifts. If you have to leave 
your home, turn off the water, gas and electricity.  

If you are outdoors, stay away from tall buildings, street lights, advertising hoardings, 
etc. If you are near the sea, keep away from the shore. 

Please remember that the Canarian government’s 112 telephone number is for 
emergency use only. If you require general information on the situation, you should 
dial 012 or follow the news on the media. 


