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Safety the priority for PEVOLCA Steering Committee meeting, 

chaired again today by Sánchez and Torres 
 

● 40 homes in Tazacorte evacuated as total number of persons evacuated now 

approximately 5500  
 

● Most vulnerable areas to date are El Paraíso and Todoque (Los Llanos de 

Aridane), although the lava is entering Tazacorte and is predicted to reach 

the coast tonight  
 

● Scientific Committee recommends an exclusion zone of 2 km around the 

emission locations to minimise the impact of pyroclasts and exposure to 

gases. Public urged to stay away from coast. 

 
● Public reminded that authorities’ instructions must be followed in current 

red alert  
 

At its meeting today, the Steering Committee of the Volcano Risk Prevention Plan 

(PEVOLCA) - attended by, among other leaders, Spanish prime minister Pedro 

Sánchez and the president of the Canary Islands, Ángel Víctor Torres - reported that 

the current priorities are to guarantee the safety perimeter and rehouse locals who have 

had to evacuate, bearing in mind that some families will lose their homes. The 

committee revealed that 40 homes in Tazacorte have been evacuated today as lava is 

entering the town and continuing down towards the coast, which it is expected to reach 

tonight. The total number of people evacuated currently stands at approximately 5500. 

The committee members were unanimous in underlining the excellent coordination of 

the evacuation plan and stressed that the key aspect is that the volcano has not caused 

casualties, thanks to the advance notice afforded by the scientists. However, damage 

has been caused to homes, crops and farms. In that regard, they stressed that the 

different administrations will take all steps necessary to mitigate the consequences.  
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The current deployment arrangements will be stepped up when the lava reaches the 

sea, which could lead to explosions and noxious gases. The maritime authority has put 

in place an exclusion zone of half a nautical mile along the stretch of coast from Punta 

del Pozo (Puerto Naos) in the south to Las Viñas Beach (Tazacorte) in the north. Access 

to the coast by land will be prevented by police. 

The Steering Committee has kept in place the current forest fire alert. Fires are being 

tackled by firefighting teams and forestry brigades from the various administrations, 

with support from the army’s Emergencies Response Unit. The teams are tracking the 

lava and securing the perimeter.  

The Scientific Committee continues to recommend a 2km exclusion zone around the 

emission points to minimise the risk of impact by pyroclasts and exposure to gases. 

The public are urged to stay away from the lava flows due to the risk entailed by 

exposure to gases, possible landslides and the high temperatures. 

The experts reported that the eruption that began yesterday continues to present the 

same fissure eruptive pattern, with two N-S vents several hundred metres long and 

approximately 200 metres apart, with various emission points. The surface temperature 

of the lava now stands at 1113º. The formation of one main cone to date has been 

detected. The coordinates of the first emission point are 28º36’N, 17º52’W, at 900 

metres altitude. The volcanic gases given off are estimated to reach 3000m in height 

(Toulouse VAAC). Initial estimates put at between 6000 and 9000 tonnes the daily 

sulphur dioxide (SO2) emissions into the atmosphere caused by the eruption.  

Since yesterday’s eruption began, a high-amplitude volcanic tremor signal has been 

recorded by all the seismic monitoring stations. A fall in seismic activity has been noted 

since the onset of the eruption, with some earthquakes continuing at a lower magnitude 

than those observed yesterday. The possibility that earthquakes will be felt by the 

population is not ruled out. Meanwhile, the ground deformations continue to be 

detected, primarily in the area nearest the eruption, with the maximum cumulative 

deformation now standing at 20cm. 
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Predicted weather conditions are north-easterly winds at ground level with speeds of 

15-30 km/h. At higher levels (between 1000 and 3000m), north-westerly winds of 

between 20 and 25 km/h are forecast. 

Numerical modelling of the size of the lava flows continues, as does monitoring of 

their speed of advance and size. Daily monitoring of sulphur dioxide (SO2) emissions 

from the foci of the eruption also continues using helicopter-mounted remote optical 

sensors. The chemical composition of the plumes is being monitored using multi-gas 

sensors. 

 

The Scientific Committee is coordinated by the Canary Island government’s 

Directorate General for Safety and Emergencies and comprises representatives of 

Spain’s National Geographical Institute (IGN), Science Research Council (CSIC), 

Canarian Institute of Vulcanology (Involcan), Spanish Geological and Mining Institute 

IGME), National Institute of Meteorology (AEMET), National Oceanographic 

Institute (IEO), and the universities of La Laguna and Las Palmas de Gran Canaria.   

 

Continuous monitoring of the seismic activity has been increased and any significant 

change observed will be notified.  

 

The public are asked to be on the alert for information issued by the Civil Protection 

authorities through official channels and the media. 

 

The PEVOLCA Emergency Plan establishes a volcanic ‘traffic light’ public alert 

mechanism. The traffic light consists of four colours according to the level of risk: 

green, yellow, amber and red. At the red level, compulsory evacuation of hazard zones 

is implemented. 

 

In this regard, the public are asked to follow the instructions of and cooperate with the 

law enforcement agencies during evacuation, to keep calm and not spread unfounded 

rumours. In the event of an evacuation, local Town Halls will provide details of 
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evacuation routes and designated meeting points. Evacuation will only take place when 

required by the situation. 

Recommendations include closing all outside windows and doors, lower shutters and 

turn off water, gas and electricity.  

Take a backpack with your personal identification documentation, daily medication, 

mobile phone and charger, a battery-operated radio, torch and clothes for 

approximately three days. Only use your phone when strictly necessary.  

 

Go to the designated meeting points and, if you do need to go to a shelter, you should 

go to the registration area on arrival.   

 

At red alert level, instructions are also issued for protection against ashfall. Do not go 

near the volcano or lava flows for any reason. 

 

If volcanic ash is falling, stay indoors until it has settled unless the roof is in danger of 

collapsing. 

 

Avoid going out but if you do, cover your nose and mouth with a mask to avoid inhaling 

ash directly. Protect your eyes with goggles, use glasses instead of contact lenses and 

cover your mouth with a damp cloth. Avoid doing physical exercise outdoors. 

 

If ash is falling, close doors, windows and all ventilation sources (chimney vents, 

heating, air conditioning, etc.). Clear ash from flat roofs and rain gutters, and keep 

water tanks and cisterns covered.  

 

Do not allow ash to come into contact with food. Wash fruit and vegetables well and 

do not eat food outdoors. 

 

Collect built-up ash in plastic bags and place in rubbish bins. Do not thrown it down 

drains.  
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Avoid driving when ash is present. If you have to drive, take extra care and keep your 

speed below 40 km/h. 

 

Volcanic ash is made up of very fine particles that can cause lesions to respiratory 

tracts, eyes and open wounds, as well as skin irritation.  

 

Keep vehicle engines switched off. Driving can stir up ash, engines can clog, and your 

vehicle might break down. 

If you feel an earthquake when indoors, take cover in a doorway or under solid furniture 

such as a table and stay well away from windows. Do not use lifts. If you have to leave 

your home, turn off the water, gas and electricity.  

 

If you are outdoors, stay away from tall buildings, street lights, advertising hoardings, 

etc. If you are near the sea, keep away from the shore. 
 

Please remember that the Canarian government’s 112 telephone number is for emergency 

use only. If you require general information on the situation, you should dial 012 or follow 

the news on the media. 
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